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tissima Tridenting , the last aundjised them. By his blind devotion to their
wisest cecumenical council of the church, |interests, and his own arrogance of manner

wrong too? Alas! it will be more than a
death struggle that shall ever force Rome
to such an admission. It will be only at the
judgment seat of Chrisi—and in eternity—
and then too late!

Rezzonico expired, February 2, 1769,
nfed almost 76, after a tumuliuous and in-
glorious reign of nearly eleven years. His
secretary of state, Torregiano, swayed him
even to servility, and the general of the Je-
suits, Ricci, extended over him a kindred
dominion. He even ventured in 1768, to
repeat the bull Jn Cena Domini, in a me-
nacing brief to Parma, thus irritating all the
allied courts and sovereigns of his jurisdie-
tion. During his pontificate the Jesuits were
expelled from Portugal, Spain, France, Na-
ples, Sicily, and Parma, taking refuge with
their sovereiﬁn apa in Italy. They were
here a great unren and perplexity to him;
yet still he loved and cherished and patron-

towards the Bourbons, he lost Avignon, Ve-
naissin, and Benevento. His reservation of
benefices in Spain was rejected, the Neapo-
litan tribute refused, and Germany was in-
structed by Justus Febronius, respecting the
bounds of the papal authority. Rome at this
period suffered twice from famine, namely,
in 1764 and 1766, but without any mark of
moral good resulting from the righteous dis-
cipline. Rev.9: 20, 21.

His position, however, on such a throne,
makes him an object of pit{, as well as of
pious abhorrence. Who could do well in such
a sphere, unblest and impracticable! He
was a weak, dispirited, perplexed, old man.
The appearance of energy at times in his
administration resulted mainly from the
measures of his two counsellors—and the
rest shall be known at the judgment seat of
Christ.

CLEMENT XIV, THE

TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVENTH
BISHOP OF ROME.

Georek III, King of England.—Louis XV, King of France.

[Year of Christ, 1769.] Forty-seven car-
dinals opened the conclave to appoint a
successor to Clement XIII. From the com-
mencement, the electors were divided into
two equally powerful factions. One of
which, affiliated with the Jesuits, were de-
sirous to nominate a pontif capable of tracing
the footsteps of Gregory VII and Pius V.—
The others, who had sold themselves to
France and Spain, cabaled to place the tiara
on the head of a pope sufficiently concilia-
ting to reéstablish concord between the altar
and the throne. The intrigues continued
through three entire months. At length the
Franciscan moank, named John Vincent An-
tony Ganganelli, obtained the suffrages of
the majority, and was proclaimed the su-
preme head of the papacy, by the appellation
of Clement XIV.

The new I_fontif was nearly sixty-four
years old. He was born in the litde town
of Archangelo, near Rimini, where his father
was of the medical profession. From bis
infancy, Ganganelli isila ed a great pro-
gensity to meditation, which determined his
amily to place him in a Franciscan convent,
where his virtues soon distinguished him.—
He was taken thence to be raised to the office
of counsellor of the inquisition, by Pope
Benedict XIV. Under the following reign,
he obtained theé cardinal’s hat.

Ganganelli, with the tiara, preserved the
same manners as under the Franciscan’s

cowl. He continued humble, charitable,
and was solicitous to preserve the frugal and
studious habits which had been the charm
of his existence. Since Titus, Trajan, and
Marcus Aurelius, a sovereign endowed with
a more noble character, a finer soul, a more
judicious wind, had npever swayed the
sceptre at Rome. His first act of authority
was to dismiss from his court the ministers
in whom his predecessor trusted. Then he
announced his design to give peace to the
popedom by restoring Christanity.

Great was the consternation of the cardi-
nals, the prelates, the priests, and the monk-
ish communities, who fattened on the toils
of the wretched. All of them in a mass
united against Clement X1V, and endea-
vored to make him renounce his generous
designs by terrible threats. One of the Je-
suits dared to affix openly, at the principal
entrance of the Vatican, a placard contain-
inE these words—* O praK for the polpe,
who is near death!” Another fanatic slip-
red under his table a letter with these four
etters—*“ P. 8. 8. V.”’—which the pope thus
explained : “ Presto sara sede vacante’’—
“ The seat will soon be vacant.”

Unshaken in his resolution, Clement dis-
regarded the complaints, the curses, and the
threatenings of all those ecclesiastics. He
moved with a firm step in the course which
he had traced. The public finances were
in extreme disorder lhroughl the depredations
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